
THE PRESIDENCY/HUGH SIDEY one man said, that Johnson aides 

thought they were not fit for the Pres- 

L.B.J., Hoover and Domestic Spying “j- 

1 # ^ Shortly after Johnson took office, the 

As the mists of a decade of White House conspiracy are transcript and tapes of Martin Luther King’s bedroom activ- 
rolled back, there is a better view of Lyndon Johnson. The ities were spirited to him. He read the accounts, which an aide 
new trails of CIA and FBI domestic spying, however uncertain described as being “like an erotic book.” He listened to the 
as yet, lead back to his Oval Office and that towering figure of tapes that even had the noises of thebedsprings. 
contradictions. Those ravaged patrons of Richard Nixon are ■ 

quick to suggest that L.B.J. was as bad as or worse than the dis- When a Johnson assistant oncedefended King’s antiwar ac- 

graced 37th President. But that has not yet been proved. tivities, L.B.J. exploded: “Goddammit, if only you could hear 

What seems more likely is that there was an unusual com- what that hypocritical preacher does sexually.” The aide tried 
bination of people and events in the mid-1960s. There was to joke. “Sounds good, Mr. President,” he said. A huge grin ap- 
J. Edgar Hoover, the aging head ofthe FBI, who kept in his pri- peared momentarily on Johnson’s face, but he quickly caught 
vate safe the hottest files on important people and dribbled the it and returned to his threatening self. 

information out to Presidents when it served his power-hungry An aide remembers being with Johnson and Hoover when 

purpose. Hoover knew his man; Johnson had a voracious ap- Hoover was reporting on important people linked to the gam- 
petite for gossip. Then there was Cartha(Deke) Deloach, Hoo- bling world. Johnson was fascinated, but hesitant. How did 
ver’s deputy, who felt that he might be named Hoover’s re- Hoover know these things? he asked. Because of wiretaps, Hoo- 
placement under Johnson. Deloach became a courier to the ver told the President. Then Hoover would drop a tidbit or 
White House of the juicy gleanings from the FBI. two. Johnson was all ears, but he would protest, “All right, all 

And then there was Johnson, schooled in the tangles of right,” as if he wanted Hoover to stop. Hoover did not stop. 
Texas politics, tutored by Master Plotter Franklin Roosevelt, He kept on talking, and L.B.J. kept on listening. Johnson 
tempered in the Senate’s school of was hooked and Hoover knew it. 

the deal, and ultimately a man m Yet for all of this, Johnson 

who believed that there were no U0[| : •' | sometimes denounced bugging as 

accidents in politics, only conspir- if it were original sin. “The worst 

acies. He armored himself with in- I thing in our society would be to 

timate knowledge of those he be- I . i not be able to pick up a phone 

lieved conspired against him, ■1^^. for fearof it being tapped,” he told 

which was almost everybody. “I KL . one of his men. “I don’t want any 

don't trust anybody but Lady 1 wiretapping,” he said when he 

Bird,” he once said, “and some- Hi was designing the Safe Streets Act. 

times I’m not sure about her.” 4 1 However, Senator John KcClel- 

He never accepted the find- ' ■■ : luBm Inn talked him into including 

ings of the Warren Commission 'jV'- . It- a , MM provision for wiretapping. The 

and believed always that John S'- Yl w, ; -' : n . - - * 1 1 Congress then provided more au- 

Xennedy’s assassination was a (undfl} thoritythanagreedupon.soJohn- 

conspiracy by Communists in re- JfAwA ..t ' o ', scat ordered the Justice Depart- 
taiiation for a reported effort by ment not to use that power. 

Kennedy to have ridel Castro k ) T j Atone point Johnson became 

killed. He that 1 ^ ■ so Hoover and the bu- 

riots in the ghettos and the peace reau that he ordered his Secret 

marches in the streets were being hoover & Johnson at the white house in 1967 Servicedetail chief, Rufus Young- 

paid for by the Red Chinese. “I blood, to go over to Justice and 
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